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sgn res HEARING ON H. R. 6003 (S. 2468), TO AUTHORIZE 
TH) PRESIDENT TO APPOINT TO THE GRADE OF GENERAL IN 
THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES THOSE OFFICERS WHO, IN 
GRADE OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL, COMMANDED THE ARMY 
GROUND FORCES OR COMMANDED AN ARMY DURING WORLD 
WAR II, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SuscomMiTreE No. 2 oF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., Thursday, April 1, 1954. 
The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., the Honorable Leslie C, 
Arends (chairman of the subcommittee), presiding. 
Mr. Arenpbs. The committee will come to order. 
We will now consider H. R. 6003. 
(The bill referred to is as follows:) 


[H. R. 6003, 83d Cong., Ist sess.] 


A BILL To authorize the President to appoint to the grade of general in the Army of the United States 
those officers who, in grade of lieutenant general, commanded the Army ground forces or commanded an 
army during World War II, and for other purposes 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 

America in Congress assembled, That the President is authorized to appoint to 
the grade of general in the Army of the United States those officers who, while 
serving in the grade of lieutenant general, by virtue of assignment, respectively, 
were commanding generals of the Army ground forces at any time between March 
8, 1942, and August 16, 1945, or who were each in command, respectively, as 
Army commander of an army of the United States in either the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Theater of Operations at any time between December 11, 
1941, and May 8, 1945, or in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater of Operations at any 
time between December 8, 1941, and August 16, 1945, and, if retired, to advance 
such officers to such grade on the retired list. Any such officer who died prior to 
the effective date of this Act, or prior to appointment hereunder, may be so 
appointed posthumously: Provided, That no increase of basic or retired pay or 
allowances shall result from such appointment or the passage of this Act. 


Mr. Arenps. The purpose of H. R. 6003, introduced by our 
colleague, Mr. Kilday, is to authorize the President to appoint to 
the grade of general in the Army of the United States those officers 
who, in grade of lieutenant general, commanded the Army ground 
forces or commanded an Army during World War II. 

The bill has been approved by the Department of the Army and no 
objection is interposed by the Bureau of the Budget. It will only 
apply to retired general officers, including those now deceased. It 
involves no cost to the Government. 

The following lieutenant generals would benefit by the bill in that 
they would be advanced on the retired list to the grade of 4-star 
general: 

Lt. Gen. Lesley J. McNair, deceased (killed in action July 27, 1944) 
commanding general, Army Ground Forces. 


42066—54—No. 86 (4761) 


4762 


Lt. Gen. Simon B. Buckner, Jr., deceased (killed in action June 18, 
1945), commanding general, Tenth Army Pacific Theater. 

Lt. Gen, Alexander M. Patch, Jr., deceased, commanding general, 
Seventh Army, North African Theater, Mediterranean Theater and 
European Theater. 
is Lt. Gen. Ben Lear, retired, commanding general, Army Ground 

orces. 

Lt. Gen. William H. Simpson, retired, commanding general,.Ninth 
Army, European Theater. 

Lt. Gen. Lucian Truscott, Jr., retired, commanding general, Fifth 
Army (Italy) Mediterranean Theater. 

Lt. Gen. Robert L. Eichelberger, retired, commanding general, 
Eighth Army, Pacific Theater. 

Lt. Gen. Leonard T. Gerow, retired, commanding general, Fifteenth 
Army, European Theater. 

Mr. Kilday? 

Mr. Kitpay. Mr. Chairman, I offered this bill to this Congress in 
the very late part of the 82d Congress. The Senate passed, I believe 
it was the identical bill, offered there by Senator Bridges, and it was 
so late in the session that we did not get to it in this committee. 

As the statement from the Department, and I am sure the general’s 
testimony will reveal, this does not involve any increase in pay. 
It would give the title and the rank of general, four stars, to a limited 
number of persons who served either as General McNair did, com- 
manding general, Army Ground Forces, at the time of his death, or 
a certain few others, who served in command of the armies, in World 
War Il. ‘The persons affected are definite. It is not open to cate- 
gories that would be increased, and the bill specifically provides that 
it shall not increase their pay. 

I hope it will not be held against this bill, because a number of 
these people are my constituents, or were. 

Mr. Arenps. General Powell, will you proceed with your statement? 

General Powr.u. Mr. Chairman, I am Brig. Gen. Herbert B. 
Powell, deputy G-—1, representing the Department of the Army. 
The Department of Defense has delegated to the Department of the 
Army the responsibility for exprsesing the views of the Department 
of Defense on H. R. 6003. . 

This bill would authorize the President to appoint to the grade of 
general in the Army of the United States those officers who, in grade 
of lieutenant general, commended the Army Ground Forces or com- 
manded an Army in a combat theater during World War II. 

The Department of the Army favors enactment of this legislation. 

This ——, if enacted, would result in the posthumous pro- 
motion of three lieutenant generals to the grade of general, and 
would advance five lieutenant generals, now retired, to the grade of 
general on the retired list. The eight officers affected are: 

Lt. Gen. Leslie J. MeNair (killed in action July 27, 1944). 

Lt. Gen. Simon B. Buckner (killed in action June 18, 1945). 

Lt. Gen. Alexander M. Patch (deceased). 

Lt. Gen. Ben Lear (retired). 

Lt. Gen. William H. Simpson (retired). 

Lt. Gen. Lucian Truscott (retired). 

Lt. Gen. Robert L. Eichelberger (retired). 

Lt. Gen. Leonard T. Gerow (retired). 
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I will submit a biography on each of these officers for the record, 
with your permission, sir. 

Mr. ARENDs. So granted. 

(The information referred to is as follows:) 


Lronarp T. Grerow 


He was born on July 13, 1888, at Petersburg, Va. He was graduated with 
honors from the Virginia Military Institute in 1911 and on September 29, 1911, 
was appointed a second lieutenant of Infantry. 

During World War I, he attained the rank of lieutenant colonel and served 
as a Signal Corps officer in France. After the war he reverted to his permanent 
grade of captain and was assigned to various duties and stations in the course of 
normal peacetime training until 1941. 

In October 1940 he was assigned to duty with the 8th Division, Fort Jackson, 
S. C., and the following December was appointed Acting Assistant Chief of Staff 
and assigned to duty as Chief, War Plans Division, WDGS, and on December 
24, 1941, became Assistant Chief of Staff, War Plans Division. In February 
1942, he was assigned as CG, 29th Infantry Division, Fort Meade, Md. He 
took this Division to England in October 1942. In July 1943 be became CG, 
V Corps in Europe. He commanded V Corps in all its operations from the 
landing on Omaha Beach on D-day to January 15, 1945. These operations 
included, among others, the assault landing; the battles through the hedgerows 
of Normandy; the crossing of the Vire River; closing of the Falaise Gap; libera- 
tion of Paris; the capture of Compeigne, St. Quentin, Charleville, Sedan, Bastogne, 
and a second European capital, the city of Luxembourg; penetration of the 
Siegfried line, the Hurtgen Forest battle and the Battle of the Bulge. On 
January 15, 1945, he assumed command of the Fifteenth Army in the European 
Theater. He returned to the United States in October 1945 to be Commandant, 
Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kans., and in January 
1948, assumed command of Second Army, Fort Meade, Md. 

General Gerow retired from active service on July 31, 1950. 

Promotions: 

Brigadier general, October 1, 1940. 
Major general, February 14, 1942. 
Lieutenant general, January 1, 1945 (as CG, V Corps). 


Lesure J. McNair 


He was born on May 25, 1883 at Verndale, Minn. He graduated from the 
United States Military Academy on August 1, 1900 and was commissioned a 
second lieutenant of Artillery. 

During World War I he attained the rank of brigadier general while with the 
GHQ, AEF in France. He reverted to his permanent grade of major after the 
war and pursued normal peacetime assignments until World War IT. 

In January 1937 he was promoted to brigadier general and assumed command 
of the 2d Field Artillery Brigade at Fort Sam Houston, Tex. He became Com- 
mandant, Command and General Staff School in April 1939. In July 1940, he 
was assigned as Chief of Staff of General Headquarters, Washington, D. C., and 
was promoted to major general in September 1940. In March 1942 when the 
War Department General Staff was reorganized, he was named Commanding 
General of Army Ground Forces. While on an inspection tour in the North 
African Theater of Operations (Tunisia) he was wounded by shell fragments in 
April 1948. Returning to the United States, shortly thereafter, he resumed his 
duties as Commanding General, Army Ground Forces. He was assigned to the 
European Theater of Operations in the summer of 1944, and was killed in action 
on July 25, 1944. 

Promotions: 

Brigadier general, January 1, 1937. 
Major general, September 25, 1940. 
Lieutenant General, June 20, 1941 (C/S, GHQ, Washington, D. C.). 


Simon B. Buckner, JR. 


He was born on July 18, 1886 at Munfordville, Ky. He was graduated from 
the United States Military Academy on February 14, 1908, and commissioned a 
second lieutenant of Infantry. 


4764 


During World War I he attained the rank of major while serving with the Air 
Services in Washington, D. C. Duriinz the peacetime period between the wars, 
he was given various duties and station assignments in the course of peacetime 
training. 

During World War IT, he served with the 6th Division at various posts and 
maneuver areas in the South until the spring of 1940, when he was ordered to 
Alaska to assume command of the United States troops in Alaska with head- 
quarters at Fort Richardson, Anchorage, Alaska. In August 1944 he assumed 
command of the Tenth Army in the Pacific. He commanded the Tenth Army 
in the campaigns in the Southwest and Central Pacifie until June 18, 1945, when 
he was killed in action on Okinawa. 

Promotions: 

Brigadier General, September 1, 1940. 
Major general, August 4, 1941. 
Lieutenant general, May 4, 1943 (as CG, US Forces in Alaska). 


Ben LEAR 


He was born on May 12, 1879, in Hamilton, Canada. He served with the Ist 
Colorado Infantry Volunteers in the Philippines during the Spanish-American 
War. He was commissioned a second lieutenant of Cavalry in the Regular Army 
on February 2, 1901. 

During World War I, he attained the rank of colonel as Commandant, Mounted 
Service School, Fort Riley, Kans. After the war he was assigned to various duties 
and stations in the course of normal peacetime training. e was promoted to 
brigadier general on May 1, 1936 as CG, Ist Cavalry Division, Fort Bliss, Tex. 
He was promoted to major general in October 1948 and assumed command of the 
Pacific Sector, Panama Canal Zone at Balboa. In October 1940, he was assigned 
to command the Second Army. In April 1943, he took command of the Army 
Ground Forces. In June 1943 he was assigned to the Army Group, Washington, 
D. C., for duty with the Secretary of War’s Personnel Board. In July 1944, he 
again became Commanding General, Army Ground Forces, Washington, D. C., 
where he remained until January 1945. In January 1945, he became Deputy 
Commander, United States Army Forces in the European Theater of Operations. 

He was retired on May 31, 1943, but recalled to active duty on June 1, 1943. 
He reverted to a retired status on December 31, 1945, 

Promotions: 

Brigadier general, May 1, 1936. 
Major general, October 1, 1938. 
Lieutenant general, October 1, 1940 (as CG, Second Army). 


ALEXANDER M. Parcn, JR. 


He was born on November 23, 1889, at Fort Huachuea, Ariz., the son of an 
Army officer. He was appointed to the USMA from Pennsylvania on March 1, 
1909, and graduated June 12, 1931. 

During World War I, be attained the rank of lieutenant colonel as CO, machine 
gun battalion, lst Infantry Division, in France. After the war he reverted to his 
permanent grade of captain and was assigned to various duties and stations in the 
course of normal peacetime training until 1941. ‘ 

In August 1941 he was assigned as CG, Infantry Replacement Center, Camp 
Croft, 8. C. In the spring of 1942 he departed for the southwest Pacific to com- 
mand the Allied Forees in New Caledonia until November 1942, when he was 
assigned to western offensive operations against the Japanese on Guadalcanal. 
In December 1942, he assumed command of the composite American Forces 
(Army, Navy, and marines) operating against the enemy in the Solomon Islands. 
In January 1948, the XIV Corps was activated under his command. He returned 
to the United States in April 1943 and became CG, IV Corps, at Camp Young 
Calif. In March 1944 he was designated CG, Seventh Army in Sicily, and in 
August 1944 led the Seventh Army in the invasion of southern France. 

In July 1945 he became commanding general, Fourth Army, Fort Sam Houston, 
Tex., and died at that station on November 21, 1945, as a result of pneumonia. 

Promotions: 

Brigadier general, August 4, 1941. 
Major general, March 10, 1942. 
Lieutenant general, August 7, 1944 (while CG, Seventh Army). 
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H. Simpson 


He was born on May 19, 1888, at Weatherford, Tex. He graduated from the 
USMA on June 11 1909, and was commissioned a second lieutenant of Infantry. 

During World War I he attained the rank of lieutenant colonel as chief of staff, 
33d Infantry Division in France. After the war he reverted to his permanent 
grade of captain and was assigned to various duties and stations in the course of 
normal peacetime training until 1941. 

In April 1941 he assumed command of the Infantry Replacement Training 
Center, Camp Wolters, Tex., and in October 1944, assumed command of the 35th 
Infantry Division at Camp Robinson, Ark. In April 1942, he assumed command 
of the 30th Infantry Division, Fort Jackson, 8. C. In September 1943 he became 
CG, Fourth Army, San Jose, Calif. Fourth Army was redesignated the Ninth 
Army and arrived in Europe in August 1944. It marched through France, Bel- 
gium, and Normandy, and engaged in the Rohr River operation, attached from 
the Rohr to the Rhine, crossed the Rhine and made contact with the Russian 
Army southwest of Berlin. Following victory in Europe, the Ninth Army con- 
tinued its occupational role, with General Simpson still in command. 

In October 1945, when the Ninth Army was inactivated, General Simpson 
assumed command of the Second Army, Memphis, Tenn. 

He retired from active service on November 30, 1946. 

Promotions: 
Brigadier general, October 1, 1940 
Major general, September 29, 1941 
Lieutenant general, October 13, 1943 (as CG, Fourth Army) 


Lucian K. Truscort, JR. 


He was born on January 9, 1895, at Chatfield, Tex. He attended Cleveland 
Teachers Institute and was commissioned a second lieutenant of Cavalry in the 
ORC on August 15, 1917, and as second lieutenant, Regular Army, on October 26, 
1917. 

During World War I he was assigned to the 17th Cavalry at Douglas, Ariz. 
Up until the beginning of World War II, he was assigned to various duties and 
stations in the course of normal peacetime training. 

In July 1941, he was assigned as G—3, IX Army Corps, Fort Lewis, Wash. In 
1942 he was assigned to Headquarters, European theater of operations in London 
and in March 1943, was named commanding general, 3d Infantry Division, in 
both North Africa and Sicily. In January 1944 he became deputy commander, 
VI Corps, and in March of that vear assumed command of the corps in Italy. 
In December 1944, he was assigned as commanding general, Fifth Army, in Italy. 
In October 1945, he succeeded General Patton as commanding general, Third 
Army, in American occupied Germany. 

In October 1946 he became President of the War Department Screening Board 
at Washington, D. C., a position he held until he was retired on September 30, 
1947. 

He returned to active duty in November 1948 and served as Chairman of the 
Army Advisory Panel for Amphibious Operations, Fort Monroe, Va., and reverted 
to a retired status on February 1, 1949. 

Promotions: 
Brigadier general, May 24, 1942 
Major general, November 21, 1942 
Lieutenant general, September 2, 1944 (while CG, VI Corps) 


Ropert L. E1rcHELBERGER 


He was born on March 9, 1886, at Urbana, Ohio. He attended Ohio State 
University for 1 year then entered the United States Military Academy. He 
graduated from the United States Military Academy on June 11, 1909, and was 
commissioned a second lieutenant of Intantry. 

During World War I, be attained the rank of lieutenant colonel while serving 
as chief intelligence officer of the American Expeditionary Forces in Siberia. In 
1919, he left Siberia for special duty in China where he remained until 1921. 
He then returned to the United States to pursue normal peacetime assignments 
until World War II. 

In October 1940, he was appointed Superintendent, United States Military 
Academy, where he remained until January 1942. He was commanding general, 
77th Infantry Division, from January 1942 until June 1942. He became com- 
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manding general, I Corps, in June 1942 and took this command to the south- 
west Pacific. In September 1944, he assumed command of the Eighth Army in 
the Pacific. He commanded the Eighth Army through all of the campaigns in 
the Pacific and retained command during the occupation of Japan. 

He relinquished command of the Eighth Army on August 3, 1948, to return to 
the United States for retirement. 

He retired from active service on December 31, 1948. 

Promotions: 
Brigadier general, October 1, 1940. 
Major general, July 10, 1941. 
Lieutenant general, October 15, 1942 (as commanding general, I Corps). 

General Powr.ui. The enactment of this legislation is favored 
since it will accord suitable recognition of the distinguished services 
of these officers in positions of great responsibility which they occupied. 
It would serve the purposes of conferring the honor and prestige of 
4-star rank on those individuals who, over a period of time, were either 
Army commanders in combat or had the tremendous responsibility of 
commanding Army Ground Forces during World War II. 

These positions called for the rank of general, but in the press of the 
war, the eight general officers concerned were not promoted before 
demobilization began. These promotions would be in keeping with 
the rank accorded other Army officers who held similar wartime com- 
mands during the same limiting periods. 

The enactment of this legislation would not involve additional cost 
to the Government as the bill specifically provides that no increase of 
basic or retired pay or allowances shall result from these appointments. 

Mr. ArENpDs. Are there any questions? 

Would you like to make a further statement, Mr. Kilday? 

Mr. Kitpay. There was another list in the report which indicates 
those who got the four-star rank, who had the same type of command, 
the Army commanders, the report shows. 

Mr. Arenps. It is not here. 

Mr. Kitpay. The others were those who did get the rank were 
Gen. Joseph W. Stilwell, now deceased, commanding general, Arm 
Ground Forces; Gen. Jacob L. Devers, retired, commanding general, 
Army Ground Forces; Gen. Courtney H. Hodges, retired, commanding 

eneral, First Army; Gen. George S. Patton, Jr., deceased, command- 
ing general, Third Army; and Gen. Walter Krueger, retired, com- 
manding general of the Sixth Army. 

Mr. Kitpay. General Hodges and General Krueger reside in San 
Antonio, as does General Simpson. 

Mr. Bares. And General George Patton came from my district. 

Mr. BuanpForp. | think we ought to show for the record that all 
the officers commanding an Army performed duties which were 
normally those of a four-star general; is that correct? 

General Powe. That is correct. 

Mr. Buanprorp. And I say that because of the increasing amount 
of correspondence we have been receiving concerning the promotion 
of prisoners of war; that is, the automatic promotion to general for 
colonels who were prisoners of war. 

This bill should not be considered as a precedent for the automatic 
promotion of anybody, except in those particular instances where 
they actually performed duties which, under normal circumstances, 
would have required the rank of a four-star general. 


4767 


Mr. Kitpay. I believe it is true that we have not passed anything 
to promote any person, retired or deceased, to any rank beyond that 
in which he did serve. 

Mr. BLanprorp. Except the “heroes promotion’ of the Navy or 
Marine Corps. 

Mr. Kitpay. For instance, there is the warrant officers bill, which 
we just completed, which would not provide for promotion of a person 
to a grade which they did not actually occupy, or the duties of which 
they did not discharge. 

This is a limited number of men who held very high commands. 
My recollection is that during the war there was a period of service 
in grade prior to these various promotions in the higher grades. The 
war ended, and these gentlemen, who are mentioned here, General 
MeNair was killed, and General Buckner was killed, while command- 
ing armies, or one commanding an army, and one ground forces, and 
they had not received higher pay. 

General Patch was serving as Army commander in the United States 
at the time of his death. So that we have these other gentlemen. I 
am conscious of it, because as I say, General Hodges, who holds 4-star 
rank, and General Krueger, who holds 4-star rank, are living in my 
community, and General Simpson, who commanded an army in active 
combat, is also living in my community, and he holds 4-star rank. 

General Powe.u. I had the honor of serving under General Simpson 
in combat and I am very happy to be here to advocate his promotion, 
along with the rest. 

Mr. Arenps. Is it correct to say that if the war had continued a 
little longer, this would automatically have taken place? 

General Powr.u. Yes, sir. During the press of the war, these 
officers did not just get promoted due to the administrative difficulties 
involved. 

Mr. Arenps. Are there any questions or statements by any mem- 
bers of the committee? 

Mr. BLANpForpD. Suppose these officers should, by some stretch of 
the imagination, be recalled to active duty, what grade would they 
be recalled in? 

General Powrtu. They would be recalled in either grade the Arm 
so desires, because this is an Army of the United States rank, which 
is conferred upon them. 

Of course, they all retired with the permanent rank and pay of a 
major general. 

Mr. Arenps. Does counsel have anything else? 

Mr. BLanpForp. No, sir. 

Mr. Arenps. Is there a motion on this bill? 

Mr. Harpy. I move it be reported. 

Mr. Bates. Mr. Chairman, I suggest we consider this in executive 
session. 

Mr. Arenpbs. Very well. 

General Powretu. May I add that the other services have been 
consulted, and they have no objection to the enactment of this 
legislation. 

Mr. Arenps. Thank you, General. 
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House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SuscommitrEe No. 2 OF THE 
ComMITreEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, D. C., Wednesday, June 2, 1954. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a. m. in room 304, House Office Build- 
ing, the Honorable Leslie C. Arends (chairman of the subcommittee) 
presiding. 

Mr. ArENDs. This will be a continuation of the hearings on H. R. 
6003. 

S. 2468 is similar in some respects to H. R. 6003, a bill to authorize 
the President to appoint to the grade of general in the Army of the 
United States those officers who, in grade of lieutenant general, 
commanded the Army Ground Forces or commanded an Army during 
World War II, and for other purposes. 

In passing S. 2468, the Senate increased the number of officers to be 
affected by the proposed legislation by including lieutenant generals 
who commanded Army forces which included a field army and sup- 
porting units. This, of course, differs from the intent of H. R. 6003 
which adds a service command to that type of command which will 
benefit from this act. 

General Powell, we would be glad to hear from you at this time. 


STATEMENT OF BRIG. GEN. HERBERT B. POWELL, DEPUTY G-1, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 


General Powerit. Mr. Chairman, | have a prepared statement. 

Mr. AreNps. Fine. 

General Powe... If you desire to save time I can file it and inform- 
ally cover it; or I can read it. 

Mr. Arenps. It is very short. Please read it. 

General Powreti. Mr. Chairman, I am Brig. Gen. Herbert B. 
Powell, Deputy G-1, representing the Department of the Army. 
The Department of Defense has delegated to the Department of 
the Army the responsibility for expressing the views of the Depart- 
ment of Defense on S. 2468. 

This bill would authorize the President to appoint to the grade of 
general in the Army of the United States those officers who, in grade 
of lieutenant general— 

(1) Commanded the Army Ground Forces during World War I1; 
a a field army in a combat theater during World 

ar II; 

(3) Commanded forces which included one or more field armies 
during World War II. 

The Department of the Army interposes no objection to the 
enactment of this legislation, except for the third category which 
pertains to commanders of forces which included one or more field 
armies. I would like to point out that the views of the Department 
of Defense were never requested on S. 2468 until this time. The 
Department of the Army is in favor of H. R. 6003, which is the 
House version of this bill. 

This legislation, 5S. 2468, if enacted, would result in the posthumous 
promotion of 4 lieutenant generals to the grade of general, and would 
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advance 5 lieutenant generals, now retired, to the grade of general on 
the retired list. The 9 officers affected are: 

Lt. Gen. Leslie J. MeNair (killed in action July 27, 1944). 

Lt. Gen. Simon B. Buckner (killed in action June 18, 1945). 

Lt. Gen. Alexander M. Patch (deceased). 

Lt. Gen. Robert C. Richardson, Jr. (deceased). 

Lt. Gen. Ben Lear (retired). 

Lt. Gen. William H. Simpson (retired). 

Lt. Gen. Lucian Truscott (retired). 

Lt. Gen. Robert L. Eichelberger (retired). 

Lt. Gen. Leonard T. Gerow (retired). 

1 will submit a biography on each of these officers for the record. 

Mr. Arenps. Thank you. 

(The information is as follows:) 


Lestey J. McNair 


He was born on May 25, 1883, at Verndale, Minn. He graduated from the 
United States Military Academy on August 1, 1900, and was commissioned a 
second lieutenant of artillery. 

During World War I he attained the rank of brigadier general while with the 
GHQ, AEF, in France. He reverted to his permanent grade of major after the 
war and pursued normal peacetime assignments until World War II 

In January 1937 he was promoted to brigadier general and assumed command 
of the 2d Field Artillery Brigade at Fort Sam Houston, Tex. He became com- 
mandant, Command and General Staff School, in April 1939. In July 1940, he was 
assigned as Chief of Staff of General Headquarters, Washington, D. C., and was 
yromoted to major general in September 1940. In March 1942, when the War 

epartment General Staff was reorganized, he was named commanding general 
of Army Ground Forces. While on an inspection tour in the North African 
Theater of Operations (Tunisia) he was wounded by shell fragments in April 1943. 
Returning to the United States shortly thereafter, he resumed his duties as 
commanding general, Army Ground Forces. He was assigned to the European 
Theater of Operations in the summer of 1944, and was killed in action on July 25, 
1944 

Promotions: 

Brigadier general, January 1, 1937. 
Major general, September 25, 1940. 
Lieutenant general, June 20, 1941 (C/S8, GHQ, Washington, D. C.). 


Stmon B. Buckner, JR. 


He was born on July 18, 1886, at Munfordville, Ky. He was graduated from 
the United States Military Academy on February 14, 1908, and commissioned a 
second lieutenant of infantry. 

During World War I, he attained the rank of major while serving with the Air 
Service in Washington, D. C. During the peacetime period between the wars, 
he was given various duties and station assignments in the course of peacetime 
training. 

During World War II, he served with the 6th Division at various posts and 
maneuver areas in the South until the spring of 1940, when he was ordered to 
Alaska to assume command of the United States troops in Alaska with head- 
quarters at Fort Richardson, Anchorage, Alaska. In August 1944 he assumed 
command of the Tenth Army in the Pacific. He commanded the Tenth Army 
in the campaigns in the Southwest and Central Pacific until June 18, 1945, when 
he was killed in action on Okinawa. 

Promotions: 

Brigadier general, September 1, 1940. 

Major general, August 4, 1941. 

gh 9 oy general, May 4, 1943 (as commanding general, U. 8. forces in 
aska). 
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ALEXANDER M. Parcnu, JR. 


He was born on November 23, 1889, at Fort Huachuca, Ariz., the son of an 
Army officer. He was appointed to the United States Military Academy from 
Pennsylvania on March 1, 1909, and graduated June 12, 1913. 

During World War I, he attained the rank of lieutenant colonel as CO, machine- 
gun battalion, Ist Infantry Division, in France. After the war he reverted to 
his permanent grade of captain and was assigned to various duties and stations 
in the course of normal peacetime training until 1941. 

In August 1941, he was assigned as CG, Infantry Replacement Center,Camp 
Croft, S. C. In the spring of 1942 he departed for the Southwest Pacific to com- 
mand the Allied Forces in New Caledonia until November 1942, when he was 
assigned to western offensive operations against the Japanese on Guadalcanal. 
In December 1942, he assumed command of the composite American Forces 
(Army, Navy, and Marines) operating against the enemy in the Solomon Islands. 
In January 1943, the XIV rps was activated under his command. He re- 
turned to the United States in April 1943.and became CG, IV Corps, at Camp 
Young, Calif. Ia March 1944, he was designated CG, Seventh Army, in Sicily 
and in August 1944 led the Seventh Army in the invasion of southern France. 

In July 1945, he became commanding general, Fourth Army, Fort Sam Hous- 
ton, Tex., and died at that station on November 21, 1945, as a result of pneumonia. 

Promotions: 

Brigadier general, August 4, 1941. 
Major general, March 10, 1942. 
Lieutenant general, August 7, 1944 (while CG, Seventh Army). 


Ben LEAR 


He was born on May 12, 1879, in Hamilton, Canada. He served with the Ist 
Colorado Infantry Volunteers in the Philippines during the Spanish-American 
War. He was commissioned a second lieutenant of Cavalry in the Regular Army 
on February 2, 1901. 

During World War I, he attained the rank of colonel as commandant, Mounted 
Service School, Fort Riley, Kans. After the war he was assigned to various 
duties and stations in the course of normal peacetime training. He was promoted 
to brigadier general on May 1, 1936, as CG, Ist Cavalry Division, Fort Bliss, 
Tex. He was promoted to major general in October 1948 and assumed command 
of the Pacific sector, Panama Canal Zone, at Balboa. In October 1940, he was 
assigned to command the Second Army. In April 1943, he took command of the 
Army Ground Forces. In June 1948, he was assigned to the Army group, Wash- 
ington, D. C., for duty with the Secretary of War’s Personnel Board. In July 
1944, he again became commanding general, Army Ground Forces, Washington, 
D. C., where he remained until January 1945. In January 1945, he became 
deputy commander, United States Army Forces, in the European Theater of 
Operations. 

He was retired on May 31, 1943, but recalled to active duty on June 1, 1943, 
He reverted to a retired status on December 31, 1945. 

Promotions: 

Brigadier general, May 1, 1936. 
Major general, October 1, 1938. 
Lieutenant general, October 1, 1940 (as CG, Second Army). 


H. Simpson 


He was born on May 19, 1888, at Weatherford, Tex. He graduated from the 
USMA on June 11, 1909, and was commissioned a second lieutenant of Infantry. 

During World War I he attained the rank of lieutenant colonel as Chief of Staff, 
33d Infantry Division, in France. After the war he reverted to his permanent 
grade of captain and was assigned to various duties and stations in the course 
of normal peacetime training until 1941. 

In April 1941 he assumed command of the Infantry Replacement Training 
Center, Camp Wolters, Tex., and in October 1944, assumed command of the 
35th Infantry Division at Camp Robinson, Ark. In April 1942, he assumed 
command of the 30th Infantry Division, Fort Jackson, 8. C. In September 
1943 he became Commanding General, Fourth Army, San Jose, Calif. Fourth 
Army was redesignated the Ninth Army and arrived in Europe in August 1944. 
It marched through France, Belgium, and Normandy, and engaged in the Ruhr 
River operation, attached from the Ruhr to the Rhine, crossed the Rhine and 
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made contact with the Russian Army southwest of Berlin. Following victory 
in Europe, the Ninth Army continued its occupational role, with General Simpson 
still in command. 
In October 1945, when the Ninth Army was inactivated, General Simpson 
assumed command of the Second Army, Memphis, Tenn. 
He retired from active service on November 30, 1946. 
Promotions: 
Brigadier general, October 1, 1940. 
Major General, September 29, 1941. 
— general, October 13, 1943 (as Commanding General, Fourth 
rmy). 
Lucian K. Truscort, Jr. 


He was born on January 9, 1895, at Chatfield, Tex. He attended Cleveland 
Teachers Institute and was commissioned a second lieutenant of Cavalry in the 
bg A August 15, 1917, and as second lieutenant, Regular Army, on October 
26, 1917. 

During World War I he was assigned to the 17th Cavalry at Douglas, Ariz. 
Up until the beginning of World War II, he was assigned to various duties and 
stations in the course of normal peacetime training. 

In July 1941, he was assigned as G-3, IX Army Corps, Fort Lewis, Wash. 
In 1942 he was assigned to Headquarters, European Theater of Operations in 
London and in March 1943, was named Commanding General, Third Infantry 
Division in both North Africa and Sicily. In January 1944 he became Deputy 
Commander, VI Corps, and in March of that year assumed command of the corps 
in Italy. In December 1944, he was assigned as Commanding General, Fifth 
Army, in Italy. In October 1945, he succeeded General Patton as Commanding 
General, Third Army in American Occupied Germany. 

In October 1946 he became president of the War Department Screening Board 
* + at D. C., a position he held until he was retired on September 30, 

47. 


He returned to active duty in November 1948 and served as Chairman of the 
Army Advisory Panel for Amphibious Operations, Fort Monroe, Va., and reverted 
to a retired status on February 1, 1949. 

Promotions: 

Brigadier general, May 24, 1942. 

Major general, November 21, 1942. 

Lieutenant general, September 2, 1944 (while Commanding General 
VI Corps). 


Rosert E1cHELBERGER 


He was born on March 9, 1886, at Urbana, Ohio. He attended Ohio State 
University for 1 year then entered the United States Military Academy. He 
graduated from the United States Military Academy on June 11, 1909, and was 
commissioned a second lieutenant of Infantry. 

During World War I, he attained the rank of lieutenant colonel while serving 
as Chief Intelligence Officer of the American Expeditionary Forces in Siberia. In 
1919, he left Siberia for special duty in China where he remained until 1921. He 
then returned to the United States to pursue normal peacetime assignments until 
World War IT. 

In October 1940, he was appointed Superintendent, United States Military 
Academy where he remained until January 1942. He was commanding general 
77th Infantry Division from January 1942 until June 1942. He became Com- 
manding General, I Corps in June 1942 and took this command to the Southwest 
Pacific. In September 1944, he assumed command of the Eighth Army in the 
Pacific. He commanded the Eighth Army through all of the campaigns in the 
Pacific and retained command during the occupation of Japan. 

He relinquished command of the Eighth Army on August 3, 1948, to return to» 
the United States for retirement. 

He retired from active service on December 31, 1948. 

Promotions: 

Brigadier general, October 1, 1940. 
Major general, July 10, 1941. 
Lieutenant general, October 15, 1942 (as commanding general, I Corps). 
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Leonarp T, 


He was born on July 13, 1888, at Petersburg, Va. He was graduated with 
honors from the Virginia Military Institute in 1911 and on September 29, 1911 
was appointed a second lieutenant of Infantry. 

During World War I, he attained the rank of lieutenant colonel and served 
as a Signal Corps officer in France. After the war he reverted to his permanent 
grade of captain and was assigned to various duties and stations in the course of 
normal peacetime training until 1941. 

In October 1940 he was assigned to duty with the 8th Division, Fort Jackson, 
S. C., and the following December was appointed Acting Assistant Chief of Staff 
and assigned to duty as Chief, War Plans Division, War Department General 
Staff, and on December 24, 1941, became Assistant Chief of Staff, War Plans 
Division. In February 1942, he was assigned as commanding general, 29th 
Infantry Division, Fort Meade, Md. He took this division to England in 
October 1942. In July 1943 he became commanding general, V Corps in Europe.) 
He commanded V Corps in all its operations from the landing on Omaha Beach 
on D-day to January 15, 1945. These operations included, among others, the 
assault landing; the battles through the hedgerows of Normandy; the crossing 
of the Vire River; closing of the Falaise Gap; liberation of Paris; the capture of 
Compeigne, St. Quentin, Charleville, Sedan, Bastogne, and a second European 
capital, the city of Luxembourg; penetration of the Siegfried Line, the Hurtgen 
Forest Battle and the Battle of the Bulge. On January 15, 1945, he assumed 
command of the Fifteenth Army in the European theater. He returned to the 
United States in October 1945 to be Commandant, Command and General Staff 
School, Fort Leavenworth, Kans., and in January 1948, assumed command of 
Second Army, Fort Meade, Md. 

General Gerow retired from active service on July 31, 1950. 

Promotions: 

Brigadier general, October 1, 1940. 
Major general, February 14, 1942. 
Lieutenant general, January 1, 1945 (as commanding general, V Corps). 


Rosert C. RicHarpson, JR. 


He was born on October 27, 1882, at Charleston, 8. C. He graduated from 
the USMA in 1904 and was commissioned a second lieutenant of Cavalry. 

During World War I he attained the rank of colonel while with the GHQ, 
AEF in France. He reverted to his permanent grade of captain after the war and 
pursued normal peacetime assignments until World War II. 

In June 1936 he was promoted to brigadier general as commanding general, 
Second Cavalry Brigade at Fort Bliss, Tex. He later was Commandant of the 
Cavalry School and in October 1940 was named Commanding General, First 
Cavalry Division, Fort Bliss, Tex., with the rank of major general. 

At the beginning of World War II, General Richardson was commanding the 
Seventh Army Corps at Birmingham, Ala. He later took the corps to Jackson- 
ville, Fla., and in August 1943 was named commanding general of the United 
States Army Forces in the central Pacific, which position he held until the end of 
hostilities in World War II. He retired October 31, 1946, with the rank of lieu- 
tenant general. 

He died March 2, 1954, at Rome, Italy. 

Promotions: 
Brigadier general, June 1, 1938. 
Major general, October 1, 1940. 
Lieutenant general, June 1, 1943 (as commanding general, United States 
Army Forces, central Pacific). 


General Powr.tu. The enactment of the first two categories of this 
legislation is favored since it will accord suitable recognition of the 
distinguished services of these officers in positions of great respon- 
sibility which they occupied. It would serve the purpose of conferring 
the honor and prestige of four-star rank on those individuals who, 
over a period of time, were either Army commanders in combat or 
had the tremendous responsibility of commanding Army ground 
forces during World War II. These positions called for the rank of 
general, but in the press of the war, the eight general officers concerned 
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were not promoted before demobilization began. These promotions 
would be in keeping with the rank accorded other Army officers who 
held similar wartime commands during the same limiting periods. 

The enactment of the third category is not favored since it is not 
the intent of the Department of the Army to consider an area com- 
mander as an Army commander for this purpose. The only officer 
affected by this category is Lieutenant General Richardson, who 
commanded Hawaii and the central Pacific area during World War IT. 
Even though the Tenth Army was for a time under General Richard- 
son’s jurisdiction while he commanded the central Pacific area, he 
was not the Army’s commander. General Richardson’s position was 
not considered as 4-star position and there were no officers of 4-star 
grade who held that position during World War II. 

I appeared before this committee on April 1, 1954, in support of 
H. R. 6003, which is similar to the first two categories contained in 
S. 2468. The category pertaining to commanders of forces which 
included one or more field armies was not included in H. R. 6003. 

The enactment of this legislation would not involve additional cost 
to the Government as the bill specifically provides that no increase of 
basic or retired pay or allowances shall result from these appointments. 

Mr. AreNps. Thank you, sir. 

As I understand it, the position of the Department is that the enact- 
ment of the House bill meets with your complete approval; whereas 
you are opposed to the third category of the so-called Senate bill? 

General Powe... Yes, sir; we do not in any eay wish to detract 
from the distinguished career of General Richardson. However, his 

osition at the time was a responsibility of support for those forces. 

he tatical and strategical direction of the Tenth Army was vested in 
the commander in chief of the Pacific, Admiral Nimitz, and not 
General Richardson. 

Mr. AreNps. That was the point I was going to ask you about. 

Mr. Kinpay. As you say, that is no reflection whatsoever on 
General Richardson. 

General None whatsoever. 

Mr. Kivpay. Or on his distinugished service. 

General Powe.u. On his distinguished service for long periods of 

ears. 
2 Mr. Kivpay. It is a question of an active combat field command 
involved? 

General Powe. Yes, sir; we think the principle of opening it up 
would be wrong. 

Mr. Kitpay. And that would probably bring in many other men in 
the same or similar categories. 

General Poweutu. Yes, sir. I am sure that neither we nor the 
Congress want to open up positions for wholesale promotions. 

Mr. Kixpay. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. ArENpbs. Do you have any questions, Mr. Blandford? 

Mr. Buanprorp. Mr. Chairman, may I say for the record that we 
received a letter from Congressman McCormack strongly urging this 
committee to amend this bill so as to add to it Generals Liggett and 
Bullard, who served in World War I, and Gen. Hugh Drum, who served 
in World War I and World War II. 

Mr. Bares. Has the Department of the Army been advised of that? 
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General Powe. The Secretary of the Army has received a similar 
letter from Mr. McCormack. 

Mr. Arenps. Would you care to comment on it, General? 

General PowreLi. We have carefully considered this matter. We 
feel that the rank conferred on these distinguished officers during 
World War I was in accordance with the law then existing and was 
properly in context with the organization and historical setting of that 
Army; and that it would be a mistake now to go back and try to 
correct the ranks of officers, no matter how distinguished, who served 
in previous wars, to present-day conditions. 

Mr. Baress. Is that not exactly what we are doing here? 

- General PowreLu. We are not going back of World War II, Mr. 
ates. 

Mr. Bartrs. You are not what, sir? 

General Powetu. This is World War IT. 

Mr. Barss. We are going back to World War II. 

General PowE.u. Yes, sir; but the contemporaries of the officers 
who served in World War II did receive the rank in accordance with 
the law then existing. That was not the case in World War I. 

Mr. Bates. The point I was trying to make is that we are going 
back 9 years. 

General Powe... Yes, sir. 

Mr. Barrs. You say the contemporaries of these particular officers 
did get the ranks during World War II? 

General Powe. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Bares. How was this oversight made? 

General Powr.u. It was a matter of timing, of administrative 
eo and of getting the nominations made and confirmations 

efore the war ended. 

Mr. Bares. So there was no question in the minds of the Depart- 
ment itself that these men were at that time entitled to it? 

General Powrti. No question whatsoever, and they were selected 
on that basis. 

Mr. Barss. They had been so recommended? 

General Powrtut. They have been so recommended over a period 
of years. They have been recommended by various people beginning 
with General Eisenhower shortly after he relinquished the position 
of Chief of Staff of the Army. 

Mr. Bares. That was in what year? 

General Powe.t. I will have to supply that, sir. 

Mr. Buianprorp. I have one question, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Arenps. Mr. Blandford. 

Mr. Buanprorp. Have you finished, Mr. Bates? 

Mr. Bares. I have some questions for the executive session. 

Mr. BuanpFrorp. I have one question for the record. General 
Powell, does not the Secretary of the Army have authority to promote 
on the retired list any retired officer? 

General Powe... No, sir. That is a matter of special legislation, 
particularly above two stars. 

Mr. Buanprorp. Am I correct in saying that he has the authority 
to promote an officer on the retired list up to the grade of major 
general? Is that correct? The statute, it seems to me, goes back to 
about 1870. 

General Powe... I do not think so. May I supply that later. 
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Mr. Kitpay. At all times, even on temporary promotion, it would 
have to go to the Senate. 

General Powr.u. He has no authority above two stars; I am sure 
of that. Even now as a matter of recognition we come to you for 
promotions on the retired list after some of our senior officers retire. 

Mr. Kiupay. Of course, even under the temporary promotions and 
whatnot, even with one star, he would have to go to the Senate at all 
times. 

General PowE.u. Yes, sir; that is correct. 

Mr. Buanprorp. There is an old law on that some place. 

Mr. Arenps. The committee will go into executive session. Thank 
you very much, General, for your statement this morning. 

General Powe... Yes, sir. 

(Thereupon, at 10:53 a. m., Wednesday, June 2, 1954, the subcom- 
mittee proceeded in executive session. ) 


O 


